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(54) ENDOSCOPE APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To turn a side view part observing image 
obtained by a visual field change optical member into the 
image of satisfactory lightness when a side view rotary 
adapter is mounted to the endoscope. 
CONSTITUTION: An endoscope apparatus 1 is equipped 
with a dimming circuit 44 to control the quantity of 
illuminating light from a light source unit 3. This 
endoscope apparatus 1 is equipped with a photometric 
area designating circuit 36 to supply only a low 
frequency brightness signal corresponding to a 
photometric area, which covers a range 48 of the side 
view observing image obtained by a mirror 13, among the 
low frequency brightness signals obtained from a solid- 
state image/pickup device 34 of the endoscope and 
outputted by a PRC 41 through a switch 43 to the 
dimming circuit 44. Based on the photometric area 
designating range covering only the range 48 of the 
designated side view observing image, the dimming 
circuit 44 executes the automatic dimming of the light 

source unit 3, the optimum quantity of illuminating light is impressed to the objective side view 
observing image, and the side view observing image with the satisfactory lightness is obtained. 
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